
 

 

PROVERBS 25:13  As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful 

messenger to them that send him, for he refresheth the soul of his masters . . . 
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July The 
Messenger 

Sunday School 10:00 AM 

Morning Worship 11:00 AM 

Children’s Church 11:15 AM 

Evening Worship 6:00 PM 

Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Bible Clubs 6:45-8:15 PM 

       Streaming Live: Facebook  
    https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/  

YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ 

Rev. Bruce Freeman, Pastor 

H (336) 996-1501 C (336) 816-2473 

Smith Grove Baptist Church 
2707 Sandy Ridge Road ~ Colfax, NC 27235 

www.smithgrove.org 

2026 

Statement of Faith: We are an Independent Baptist Church 

(established in 1921) that still preaches the old time Gospel, and we   

believe that the King James Version of the Bible constitutes the         

preserved, inerrant, and inspired Word of God for the English speaking 

people of the earth. 
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~ Sun., July 19 ~ BEAMS Sunday 

~ Robinwood Retirement Ctr.  ~ Tuesdays at 6:00 pm. 

Happy Independence  
Day! 

Sun., July 5 ~ Patriotic 4th of July 

Service ~ followed by hot dogs & 

hamburgers in the Fellowship Build-

ing. (Hot dogs & hamburgers will be 

provided by the church).  

      NO EVENING SERVICE. 

http://www.smithgrove.org
https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
http://www.smithgrove.org


 

 

Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 

Romans 5:12  “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world and death 

by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 

Romans 5:8  “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Romans 10:9-10  “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 

and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead thou 

shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness and with 

the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

Romans 10:13  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.” 

The Road to Everlasting Life 

Services will be streaming Live every Wednesday at 7 p.m. & Sunday 

at 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. on Facebook & YouTube  — (You do not need a 

facebook account to watch the video on fb!) 

https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/   

  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ 

To listen & download mp3: 

Audio Archive Online  ~  https://www.smithgrove.org/audio-archive/ 

BEAMS’ Report for June 2026 
 
      # of Pledges:   8  ; # of Contributions:  6 ; 

      Total Contributors:     14 _             

Total Contributed: $ 529.00 _ = 

  66  Bibles in June (plus some postage)  

 
Many thanks to all those who gave monies to the BEAMS’ ministry 

specifically for postage which added $ 185.00 in June! 
You can also get the BEAMS’ report online at our website: 

https://www.smithgrove.org/beams-report/ 

Betty Byrd     Iris Farrington  SHUT-INS: 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

(Hal & Martha 

Harless’ sons) } 
PVT Adam Brittain, Army, Texas  (Sam Crater’s nephew) 
CW4 Jonathan Harless (Ft. Bragg) 
COL Robert Harless (Savannah, GA) 
E5 Noah Johnson, US Coast Guard, Portsmouth, VA 
         (Henry & Geraldine Johnson’s grandson) 
SSgt Trevor Westmoreland, Army, Fort Benning, GA 
   (Allen & Sandy Westmoreland’s son) 

SSgt. Josh Robertson, Marines, Naples, Italy  (From Clyde Gray)  
Gregory Turner, National Guard, Stateside (son of a CVS pharmacist 

           in Kernersville) 

IN THE SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY 

 The importance of the Bible is impossible to overstate. What the Bible tells us about 
itself is all that matters.  Some writers have called the Bible God’s love letter to us. 
Others have described it as our handbook for life. It is both these things and so much 
more. The importance of the Bible is based on the fact that it is the revelation of God to 
us (John 1:1–5). Scripture is God’s Word to humankind. It is inspired, or breathed by 
God, meaning every word in every part of the original manuscripts comes from God: 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and train-
ing in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work” (2 Timothy 3:16–17). The Bible is also inerrant, meaning every word in 
every part of its original, handwritten stage is without error (2 Peter 1:20–21; Psalm 
12:6; Proverbs 30:5; 1 Thessalonians 2:13). 
                     https://www.gotquestions.org/importance-of-the-Bible.html 

His last day of active duty was May 19, 2026. He and his wife 

Cristina gave all the instructors under Greg's command a cookout in-

stead of having a formal retirement ceremony. From his mom, 

Jan Reynolds, “He was always about the men. His official retirement is 

August 31. Thank you for honoring him these last few 

years of his career!! He is so happy!” 

 

~ Congratulations ~ 

1stSgt Gregory Reynolds! 

Greg’s Insignia Greg & Family 

https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
https://www.smithgrove.org/audio-archive/
https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
https://www.smithgrove.org/beams-report/


 

 

          

Smith Grove’s ministry to our 

widows, widowers, & senior singles 
“Honour widows that are widows indeed.”  

(I Timothy 5:3) 

This is a continuing churchwide ministry to remember widows, widowers, 

and senior singles of the church in a meaningful way. Join us as we high-
light our special “Honour Roll Gang Members” who are having birthdays 
in July and August.  Please take a moment to send a card, make a telephone 
call, or do something extra special for our special saints.  

Betty Byrd 
Trinity Glen Senior Care 
849 Waterworks Road 
Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
336-595-2166 ~ July 01 
 
Becky Redmon 
8421 Endicott Road 
Colfax, NC  27235 
336-310-4771 (Home) 
336-482-1926 (Cell) ~ July 09 

Patsy Pendry 
8054 Clinard Farms Rd 
High Point, NC  27265 
336-617-0590 ~ August 19 
 
Doris Nuckles 
8324 Tyner Loop Road 
Colfax, NC  27235 
336-668-2332 ~ August 28 

July Anniversaries  

From the “Oh, me” Corner: 
~Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?  Samson.  

   He brought the house down. 

~What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why  

   he no longer lived in Eden.  Your mother ate us out of  

   house and home. 

~Which Bible character apparently had no parents?   

   Joshua, son of Nun. 

~Where was Noah when the lights went out. In d'ark. 

~Why was King Darius concerned about Daniel in the lion's den? He didn't  

   want the lions eating up all the prophets. 

~How do we know Peter was a successful fisherman?  By his net income! 

~Who was the smartest man in the Bible?  Abraham. He knew a Lot. 

~Do you need a boat? I Noah guy. 

~Who's the fastest runner in the Bible? Adam. He was the first in the human  

   race. 

~A person was stranded on an island for years before being rescued. Their  

   rescuers noticed they had built three huts. “One was my house, and one was  

   my church,” the person told them. They asked what the third hut was for.  

   That was my old church, before I changed denominations.” 

Play on Words: 
~Why does a moon rock taste better than an Earth rock?  Because it’s a little  

   meteor. 

~A slice of apple pie costs $2.50 in Jamaica, $3.75 in Bermuda, and $3 in the  

   Bahamas. Those are the pie-rates of the Caribbean. 

~What word can you make shorter by adding two letters? Short. 

~Which is faster, hot or cold? Hot, because you can catch cold. 

~How much money does a pirate pay for corn? A buccaneer. 

~Where do young trees go to learn?  Elementree school. 

~How did the student feel when he learned about electricity? Totally shocked. 

~A man was asked, “What’s your Christian name?” Reply: “Dior” 

~The head of British Parliament:  Loo 

4th of July: What is a Christian patriot’s favorite hot beverage?  Liber-tea! 

~Where was the Declaration of Independence signed? Right at the bottom of  

   the page! 

~Why did the firecracker go to the hair salon? It desperately needed to trim  

   its bangs. 

~Which colonists told the most jokes?  Punsylvanians! 

~What are the most patriotic flowers? Yankee Doodle Dandylions. 

~How come there aren’t any knock-knock jokes about America? Because  

   freedom rings. 

~Which flag is the most highly rated? The American flag. It has 50 stars! 

~What do you get when you cross a dinosaur with fireworks? Dino-mite! 

~Why should you research fireworks before purchasing them?  To get the  

   most bang for your buck! 

~What did the little firecracker say to the bigger firecracker? “Hi, Pop!” 

2 Gale and Charlene Tester 

7 Gary and Helen Hendrix 

11 Chuck and Carol Peters 

16 Steve and Stephanie Dillon 

23 Wade and Nora Smith 

25 Pam and Glen Blackburn 

27 Bruce and Darla Freeman 

30 Andy and Marsha Evans 

Dear Heavenly Father, We thank you for the grace and blessings you have 

given these couples during the years of their marriage. We celebrate the day 

when they joined together as one in life and we thank you for being with them 

on their daily journey together through life’s ups and downs. Increase their 

sense of belonging to each other, just as Jesus says in Matthew 19:5-6: 

“. . . For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his 

wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but 

one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” 



 

 

July 4, 1776 ~ When in the Course of human events, it becomes nec-

essary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 

have connected them with another, and to assume among 

the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to 

which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle 

them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 

that they should declare the causes which impel them to the 

separation. We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, 

and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the gov-

erned. That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these 

ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 

Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its pow-

ers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 

Happiness. 

The Scriptures and our Lord's command remind us from Matthew 28 :19-20 

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, haptizing them in the name of the Fa-

ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 

unto the end of the world. Amen." When I think of these verses, I think of 

New York City. Through the years I've ministered in numerous countries 

reaching the lost, encouraging churches and assisting in starting new churches. 

In reaching all nations without leaving America, we can do it in New York 

City. People from all over the world live in New York City and continue to 

speak in their own language, some never learning English because they live 

within their local community and some never leave their community. The one 

thing I have noticed in New York is the transforming of a certain community 

with the influx of different nationalities undermining the culture of this 

neighborhood. This is the situation in Brighton Beach. 

 

Queens New York: The outreach in New York went well ministering with 

Brother John Gibson in Rego Park (The Jewish community), Queens and 

Brighton Beach just before Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Dur-

ing my stay we had the opportunity to speak with numer-

ous people who stopped at our bible book table. Brother 

John keeps gospel tracts and bibles in numerous languages 

to give to those who don't have a bible for free. Many peo-

ple are surprised and are very grateful for the bible they 

receive is not only free, but in their own language. Some-

times it can be difficult to start a conversation concerning 

ones' salvation. While ministering on a corner there was a 

gentleman that had a prosthetic leg. I wasn't sure how to approach him, with-

out him thinking that I am prying. I wanted to make sure I didn't offend him. 

A fter a few minutes I decided just to ask him what happened. He told me he 

was shot twice with a shot gun. The gentleman was very amiable during our 

conversation and he assured me he had trusted Christ. I spoke to a realtor who 

had a question, "How can you be Jewish and be a Christian?" He mentioned 

his wife is a Christian. I tried to explain it to him but he did not give me the 

time I needed. One thing about New Yorkers, (Without being critical) they are 

always in a hurry or on their cell phone. Needless to say, we were able to dis-

tribute many gospel tracts in different languages and numerous bibles. We 

also had the opportunity to invite people to a special Easter/Passover program. 
                                                                                     (Continued on next page) 

Future Outreaches:  We have a number of outreaches in the planning stage 

for the future, in Knoxville, TN., Washington D.C. and New York for 9/11. We 

also have several mission trips to Cuba in September, October and November/

December. Come help us minister in Cuba! Your talents and abilities will be a 

true blessing. Prayerfully consider going. If you need more information, please 

let us know. If you know you want to go let us know as soon as possible, it 

takes time to get visas. 

 

Prayer Request: Because I have had numerous AFib attacks in the past, I had 

to have a heart Ablation. I was told full recovery will take three months. Praise 

the Lord, I feel fine! 

 

I want to thank you for your continuous prayers and support through the years. 

May our Lord bless you! 
 

Shalom, Thomas Jeran ~ tomjeran@jem-missions.com 

Joshua Sexton 
Southwest Guilford  

 

Ethan Magnante 
Western  Carolina University  



 

 

First printed in the July 2003 Messenger, Vol. 20; Issue 232 

“The Pledge of Allegiance” - Senator John McCain 

From a speech made by Capt. John S. McCain, US Navy (Ret) who at the time 

of this speech represented Arizona in the U. S. Senate: 

As you may know, I spent five and one half years as a prisoner of war during  

the Vietnam War. In the early years of our imprisonment, the NVA kept us in 

solitary confinement or two or three to a cell. In 1971 the NVA moved us from 

these conditions of isolation into large rooms with as many as 30 to 40 men to a 

room. This was, as you can imagine, a wonderful change and was a direct result 

of the efforts of millions of Americans on behalf of a few hundred POWs 10,000 

miles from home. 

   One of the men who moved into my room was a young man named Mike 

Christian. Mike came from a small town near Selma, Alabama. He didn’t wear a 

pair of shoes until he was 13 years old. At 17, he enlisted in the US Navy. He 

later earned a commission by going to Officer Training School. Then he became 

a Naval Flight Officer and was shot down and captured in 1967. Mike had a 

keen and deep appreciation of the opportunities this country and our military 

provide for people who want to work and want to succeed. As part 

of the change in treatment, the Vietnamese allowed some prisoners to 

receive packages from home. In some of these packages were handkerchiefs, 

scarves and other items of clothing. Mike got himself a bamboo needle. Over a 

period of a couple of months, he created an American flag and sewed it on the 

inside of his shirt. Every afternoon, before we had a bowl of soup, we would 

hang Mike’s shirt on the wall of the cell and say the Pledge of Allegiance. 

   I know the Pledge of Allegiance may not seem the most important part of our 

day now, but I can assure you that in that stark cell it was indeed the most im-

portant and meaningful event. 

   One day the Vietnamese searched our cell, as they did periodically, and dis-

covered Mike’s shirt with the flag sewn inside, and removed it. That evening 

they returned, opened the door of the cell, and for the benefit of all of us, beat 

Mike Christian severely for the next couple of hours. Then, they opened the 

door of the cell and threw him in. We cleaned him up as well as we could. The 

cell in which we lived had a concrete slab in the middle on which we slept. Four 

naked light bulbs hung in each corner of the room. As I said, we tried to clean 

up Mike as well as we could. After the excitement died down, I looked in 

the corner of the room, and sitting there beneath that dim light bulb with a  

piece of red cloth, another shirt and his bamboo needle, was my friend, Mike 

Christian. He was sitting there with his eyes almost shut from the beating he had 

received, making another American flag. He was not making the flag because it 

made Mike Christian feel better. He was making that flag because he knew how 

important it was to us to be able to Pledge our allegiance to our flag and country. 

   So the next time you say the Pledge of Allegiance, you must never forget the 

sacrifice and courage that thousands of Americans have made to build our na-

tion and promote freedom around the world. You must remember our duty, our 

honor, and our country. “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 

America and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisi-

ble, with liberty and justice for all.” 

   ~ I was hungry, and you formed a humanities club and 

             discussed my hunger. Thank you. 

   ~ I was imprisoned and you crept off quietly to your chapel 

              in the cellar and prayed for my release. 

   ~ I was naked and in your mind you debated the morality of 

             my appearance. 

   ~ I was sick and you knelt and thanked God for your health. 

    ~ I was homeless and you preached to me about the spiritual  

             shelter of the love of God. 

   ~ I was lonely and you left me alone to pray for me. 

   ~ Christian, you seem so holy;  so close to God. 

But I am still very hungry, and lonely, and cold…  

 

This poignant poem is an obvious modification of the words of Jesus 

Himself as recorded in Matthew 25:35-36. There is quite a difference 

between piety and religiosity that says, “I’ll pray for you,” and taking 

action by becoming actively involved in a solution. James 2:16, “And 

one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 

notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the 

body; what doth it profit?” 

 

Don’t just pray when you see a need; put action to your prayer, and do 

what you can to meet that need. 

Belief in Action ~  
Dr. Billy Kryger, Berean Baptist Church, Council Grove, Kansas 

The world is full of nominal Christians – but how many are Christians 

in need? The Bible makes it clear that mere belief is not enough. 

   A United States Senator recently quoted a very moving, yet indicting 

poem, “Listen, Christian!” (by Bob Rowland), which read as follows: 

Quotes to Remember: 
 

~   God does not desire to be prominent in your life. He wants to be  

      preeminent.  Pastor Nick Keller, Hiram, GA 

~   God doesn’t expect us to solve our impossible problems – He asks us to  

      prepare our hearts so we can receive His solution.  Pastor Nick Keller 

~   If I leave this place, I’ll be with Him. If I stay, He’ll be with me.” Shared  

      by Pastor Bruce from another author. 

~  “Man’s love is controlled by earthly motives. God’s love is unconditional.” 

     Pastor Bruce 

~   “We are shortchanged from what we deserve, and overpaid in our benefits.” 

      Pastor Chuck 



 

 

      A dear friend recently shared with me an account of an exchange be-

tween a terminally ill person and a liberal preacher. The very sick individ-

ual was seeking comfort in knowing that their end was near and desired a 

ray of hope pertaining to their life after death. The preacher was asked the 

wrong question and “doubled down” with the wrong answer! The termi-

nally ill person asked the preacher what their odds were of making it to 

heaven when death occurred. The preacher’s response was that their 

“odds” were very good! 

     A person saved by the grace of God and trusting the truth of Scripture 

can die with the blessed assurance that the chance of going to heaven is 

not a likelihood but rather an absolute certainty. We are far better at de-

riving comfort and giving comfort when we depend more on the vocabu-

lary of Scripture rather than the vocabulary of man!  

   The word “assurance” rather than the word “odds” is a far more com-

forting word. “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 

faith…” – Hebrews 10:22. One of a preacher’s “finest moments” is when 

they stand in the presence of those who are sick, dying, and searching for 

hope, with the Word of God held in their hand and heart. The preacher 

missed a great opportunity to give appropriate words to the dying, such 

as: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 

be saved.” – Romans 10:9; “These things have I written unto you that 

believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 

eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” – I 

John 5:13  

   A Christian does not die in a state of turbulence within their soul and 

wondering about their “odds” in making it to heaven. They die accompa-

nied by dying grace and in the presence of their loving Lord. They rub 

shoulders only with death’s “shadow,” and death’s “valley” is simply a 

thoroughfare. Those who die in the Lord die well and find, as D.L. 

Moody did, that “coronation day” has arrived!  - Chuck Peters    

“What Are My Odds?” 

The Fourth of July is one of my favorite holidays. I love the pageantry that 

comes along with it: the fireworks, the parades, the cookouts, and the time at 

the lake. It can't be beat. And it's appropriate. As an American, this is the day 

when I, along with millions of others, celebrate my national freedom. This day 

is my chance to express externally the internal pride I have in my country. Of 

course, I'm not limited to celebrating freedom only on this day, but there's no 

doubt that the Fourth of July marks my fullest expression of patriotism. And 

why do I celebrate this specific day? Because this is the day when everything 

changed for me as an American. 

 

With the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, our 

country was officially and permanently declared independent from the King-

dom of Great Britain. The political and cultural landscape of both nations 

changed forever. Our forefathers set events in motion that not only impacted 

them, but also impacted generations to come, including ours. And our chil-

dren's. And their children's. You get the picture. July 4, 1776, was a day when 

everything changed. 

 

While national freedom, whether to America or any other country, is extraordi-

nary and worth celebrating, I don't say all of this to point us toward patriotism. 

Christianity in its truest form is a celebration of freedom. As Christ-followers, 

we enjoy spiritual freedom through the redeeming work of Christ, who was 

born of a virgin, lived a perfect life, took the weight of the world's sin on the 

cross, conquered it and the grave through His resurrection, and provided re-

demption and atonement for those who would accept Him as Savior and Lord. 

In exchange for this freedom, we owe God our allegiance - an allegiance that 

reminds us neither this country, nor anywhere else on earth, is our home. 

 

The gospel calls us to be set apart from this world while simultaneously taking 

on the role of ambassadors for God's kingdom. This allegiance is birthed out of 

change: the life-altering impact of meeting Jesus Christ. The moment we say 

OK to Jesus' "follow Me" call is the moment everything (and I mean every-

thing) changes. 

 

The greatest celebration of freedom is a commitment to that which makes me 

free. As an American, I don't best celebrate my freedom by lighting sparklers 

and eating ridiculous amounts of hotdogs. (Trust me. I've tried.) Instead, my 

actions throughout the year serve as the best testimony to my allegiance. When 

I pay my taxes, vote, follow the law, and respect the authorities chosen by the 

citizens of our democratic society, I'm proving my commitment to my country. 

This commitment celebrates freedom. Likewise, committing to Christ cele-

brates my spiritual freedom. 

                                                                                  By Jason Hayes                                                                          

Celebrate Freedom in Christ 

This article by Pastor Chuck relates to us an actual recent event - a man prepar-
ing to face God, with a pastor who seemed unprepared to help him in these final, 
vital moments of his life. The truth that rings out loudly to me, is the need for us 
to be diligent in sharing the gospel message to others. There are many individu-
als who are attending churches where the belief system is a combination of rites, 
rituals, (including confession to/forgiveness from another human being), and 
confusing religious instruction which somehow bypasses the salvation experi-

ence. This is real and frightening. Let’s all pray for those who have fallen in to 

this type of ritualistic form of worship.          …..the Editor 


