
 

 

PROVERBS 25:13  As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful 

messenger to them that send him, for he refresheth the soul of his masters . . . 
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June The 
Messenger 

Sunday School 10:00 AM 

Morning Worship 11:00 AM 

Children’s Church 11:15 AM 

Evening Worship 6:00 PM 

Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Bible Clubs 6:45-8:15 PM 

       Streaming Live: Facebook  
    https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/  

YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ 

Rev. Bruce Freeman, Pastor 

H (336) 996-1501 C (336) 816-2473 

Smith Grove Baptist Church 
2707 Sandy Ridge Road ~ Colfax, NC 27235 

www.smithgrove.org 

2026 

Statement of Faith: We are an Independent Baptist Church 

(established in 1921) that still preaches the old time Gospel, and we   

believe that the King James Version of the Bible constitutes the         

preserved, inerrant, and inspired Word of God for the English speaking 

people of the earth. 
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~ Sat., June 6, 6 pm - W-S Rescue Mission 

~ Sun., June 14 - Flag Day –Fly Old Glory proudly! 

~ Sun., June 21 ~ Father’s Day & BEAMS Sunday 

~ Robinwood Retirement Ctr.  ~ Tuesdays at 6:00 pm. 

June Calendar 

http://www.smithgrove.org
https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
http://www.smithgrove.org


 

 

Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 

Romans 5:12  “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world and death 

by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 

Romans 5:8  “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Romans 10:9-10  “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 

and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead thou 

shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness and with 

the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

Romans 10:13  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.” 

The Road to Everlasting Life 

Services will be streaming Live every Wednesday at 7 p.m. & Sunday 

at 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. on Facebook & YouTube  — (You do not need a 

facebook account to watch the video on fb!) 

https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/   

  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ 

To listen & download mp3: 

Audio Archive Online  ~  https://www.smithgrove.org/audio-archive/ 

BEAMS’ Report for May 2026 
 
      # of Pledges:   8  ; # of Contributions:  7 ; 

      Total Contributors:     15 _             

Total Contributed: $ 619.00 _ = 

  77  Bibles in May (plus some postage)  

 
Many thanks to all those who gave monies to the BEAMS’ ministry 

specifically for postage which added $ 180.00 in May! 
You can also get the BEAMS’ report online at our website: 

https://www.smithgrove.org/beams-report/ 

Betty Byrd     Iris Farrington  SHUT-INS: 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

(Hal & Martha 

Harless’ sons) } 
PVT Adam Brittain, Army, Texas  (Sam Crater’s nephew) 
CW4 Jonathan Harless (Ft. Bragg) 
COL Robert Harless (Savannah, GA) 
E5 Noah Johnson, US Coast Guard, Portsmouth, VA 
         (Henry & Geraldine Johnson’s grandson) 
SSgt Trevor Westmoreland, Army, Fort Benning, GA 
   (Allen & Sandy Westmoreland’s son) 

1stSgt Gregory Reynolds, Marines, Camp Pendleton, CA. 
   (Jan Reynolds’ son.) 

SSgt. Josh Robertson, Marines, Naples, Italy  (From Clyde Gray)  
Gregory Turner, National Guard, Stateside (son of a CVS 

     pharmacist in Kernersville) 

IN THE SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY 

 What Makes A Dad? 

God took the strength of a mountain, 

The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun, 

The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature, 

The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages, 

The power of the eagle’s flight,

The joy of a morning in spring, 

The faith of a mustard seed, 

The patience of eternity, 

The depth of a family need, 

Then God combined these qualities, 

When there was nothing more to add, 

He knew His masterpiece was 

complete, 

     And so, He called it ... Dad 
MOMENTS IN FLAG HISTORY 

 

The Flag of the United States is a symbol of freedom and patriotism. 

Though the design of the Flag has been somewhat changed over time, 

the stars and stripes have been a constant companion throughout Amer-

ica’s lifetime. 

 The Flag of the United States often flies most prominently during 

times of national crisis and mourning. Since our struggle during the 

Revolutionary War, the Flag has served as a symbol of unity which has 

galvanized an injured nation during times of conflict, such as the War of 

1812, and the First and Second World Wars. The Flag also worked as a 

symbol of union during periods of tragedy such as during 9/11. 

 We have also seen the Flag as a rallying cry during periods of national 

celebration. The moon landing in 1969 was among America’s greatest 

accomplishments, and one of the most famous images of that event is of 

the Flag of the United States being planted on the moon’s rocky surface. 

 Today, the Flag still carries its weight as a symbol of unity and free-

dom. Only time will tell what future events will become moments in 

Flag history.  Old Glory! Long may it wave! 

https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
https://www.smithgrove.org/audio-archive/
https://www.facebook.com/mySGBC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj39_zpMzkkCXdFYy1NKndQ
https://www.smithgrove.org/beams-report/


 

 

          

Smith Grove’s ministry to our 

widows, widowers, & senior singles 
“Honour widows that are widows indeed.”  

(I Timothy 5:3) 

This is a continuing churchwide ministry to remember widows, widowers, 

and senior singles of the church in a meaningful way. Join us as we high-
light our special “Honour Roll Gang Members” who are having birthdays 
in June and July.  Please take a moment to send a card, make a telephone 
call, or do something extra special for our special saints.  

Doug Slate 
1693 Brookford Rd 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
336-993-3114 (Home) 
704-575-8485 (Cell) ~ June 11 
 
Angela Cornell 
1528 Canstaff Dr. 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
336-601-8322 (Cell) ~ June 13 
 
Dreama Moore 
1237 Masten Dr. Apt. 220 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
336-564-2355 ~ June 15 
 

Betty Byrd 
Trinity Glen Senior Care 
849 Waterworks Road 
Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
336-595-2166 ~ July 01 
 
Becky Redmon 
8421 Endicott Road 
Colfax, NC  27235 
336-310-4657 (Home) 
336-482-1926 (Cell) ~ July 09  

8 Adrian & Wendy Barham 

21 Richard & Danette Andrews 

23 Jim & Sherrie Lowry  

June Anniversaries  

 

Ministry of Faith 

Baptist Church 

Staunton, VA 24401 
 

 
 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 

cometh my help.  Psalm 121 

 

It is a joy to serve the Lord! We have had the oppor-

tunity to be in several meetings and received help 

from the preaching of the Word of God. We are thankful for each opportunity 

the Lord allows us to sing and testify for Him. What a joy to see one young 

lady accept Christ as her Savior! 

 

 The expansion to the girl’s home is going well. Progress is being made and 

we are excited as we see completion getting closer. We praise the Lord for 

meeting every need. He is faithful! 

 

 As of this letter, we have 11 girls enrolled at Mercy Mountain. I am work-

ing to enroll number 12 any day now. We will have two girls graduate in 

May. One of the girls will stay here and help in the home and do online col-

lege classes. It has been exciting to see the Lord working in the lives of these 

two ladies. Please remember them in your prayers. 

 

 I am so grateful for each church, pastor, individual who has stood behind us 

– not only in supporting the girls’ home but also encouraging and uplifting us 

in prayer. Your love, financial support, and prayers have allowed us to con-

tinue to move forward. I am eternally grateful! 

 

 We are thankful, as well, for all the help on the expansion project. God’s 

people are the best and we could not do what the Lord has called us to do 

without your help. THANK YOU!  

 

 May the Lord richly bless you, and may He continue to use you for His 

honor and glory. 

In Christ, 

Lori L. Harvey 

Psalm 121 

 
5016 Old NC Hwy 13       mercymtnacademy@gmail.com                   Ms. Lori Harvey 
Asheboro, NC 27205                                                                                           304-716-1687 

CHRISTIAN GIRLS HOME 

Well, bless his heart! 
     A man was invited to some old friends’ home for dinner. His 

buddy preceded every request to his wife with endearing terms, 

calling her Honey, My Love, Darling, Sweetheart, Pumpkin, etc. 

The man was so impressed since the couple had been married almost 

70 years, and while the wife was off in the kitchen he said to his buddy, “I 

think it’s wonderful that after all of these years you’ve been married, you still 

call your wife those pet names.” 

     His buddy hung his head, “To tell you the truth, I forgot her name about 

10 years ago.” 



 

 

Testimony of the Saints 
 

These Smith Grove family saints of God are all in 

Heaven now, but their testimonies live on to inspire us 

as we follow in their footsteps. And we can rest as-

sured that the following verse applies: 

2 Corinthians 5:8  “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to 

be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” 

 
I was saved during the spring of 1950. God has really been good to me 

these many years. I have many times failed him; but He has never 

failed me. I want to praise Him for His mercy and His faithfulness. I 

feel that I am getting pretty close home now and I long to see the One 

that made all of this possible. Please pray for God’s touch to be on me. 

. . . Johnny Rumsey (Preacher and husband to Jean Rumsey) 

 

Thank the Lord for His Son, who gave his life for us on the cross, so 

we could be saved, for my husband of 56 years, for my two sons, for 

my grandchildren, for good health, plenty to eat, a good home, my 

church, and a wonderful pastor. I’ve failed him many times – thank 

God he’s never failed me.   

. . . Annie Nuckles  (Mother of Tony & Waynard) 

 

I gave my heart to Jesus many years ago. I don’t remember the date, 

but I remember the time. I thank the Lord for all His blessings to me. I 

have failed Him many times, but He has never failed me. He has been 

with me in times of trouble and sorrows, He is a Saviour to be proud of. 

I can’t thank him enough for all His Blessings to me. I love Him, be-

cause He first loved me. I need the prayers of all His children. I can’t 

praise Him enough for 

His love mercy and grace that He gives to all that believe in Him. 

. . . Hettie Mae Westmoreland  (Wife of the late Walter Westmoreland) 

 

I couldn’t begin to tell what God means to me and what He has done 

for me over the years. God has answered many, many, many prayers 

and He has been good to me in every way. He takes care of us and 

feeds us – He answers our prayers and leads us when we don’t know 

the way to go. He is my everything, my all in all. He is my doctor when 

I am sick; when I get down in the dumps, He is always there. I love 

Him with all my heart. 

. . . Inez Smith Alley  (Mother of Becky, Sherrill, and Violet) 

A Tribute to Father's Day 
 

[Note from the Editor: Several years ago, I read an obituary in the Winston-

Salem Journal which had been written by the deceased as a last testimonial.  I 

was so very affected by this writing that I feel it is most appropriate to print the 

following excerpt from that obituary as our tribute to Father’s Day in this 

edition of The Messenger.] 

 

Franklin Earle Meyer, 83, wrote: 

 
“I am Frank Meyer, born in 1916, and have led a full life of experienc-

ing God’s mercy and grace in countless ways in my 83 years. For most 

of my life, I have been aware of my purpose – to glorify God in all 

things and enjoy him forever! I have seen him work in my wonderful 

family, in my business career and in my service to Him. I have a loving, 

lovely wife of 59 years; three great kids (all successful in their profes-

sions) who married wonderful partners, all whom love and serve the 

Lord; plus nine grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.” 

 “Without planning, goal-setting, vision or aspiration (other than a 

desire to live a life pleasing to God), I guess that I have sort of 

“managed His blessings” as He gave them. I have had only three jobs in 

my life, all being associated with solid Christians who had desires simi-

lar to mine – to see our financial returns as a responsibility to be ac-

countable stewards. 

 Shortly after coming out of the Navy after WWII, I was asked to 

teach a Sunday School class, and from the beginning I experienced a 

love for God’s Word and a desire to teach it. Along with that, I could 

see the need to align my life with what I was teaching.” 

 “About five years ago I began to experience difficulty with my 

speech during teaching, which was later diagnosed as an atypical symp-

tom of Parkinson’s Disease. Other usual and typical symptoms have 

since developed. Although I will admit to no little frustration and no 

understanding ‘why should this happen to me,’ I have an unshaken con-

fidence in my Lord who does all things well. I have peace of mind, joy 

in my heart, and hope of heaven because I am trusting Jesus Christ as 

my Savior. I agree with Job when he said ‘shall we indeed accept good 

from God and not accept adversity?’ 

 So I have accepted this as my assignment, which has called for set-

ting a new goal or two: a resignation to His will and a strong desire to 

finish well, no matter what! I echo Vance Havner’s words, ‘Of your 

grace, Father, I humbly ask, let me get home before dark.’” 



 

 

~ Man: “I’m so stressed! The doctor told me to relax and  

    drink carrot juice, followed by a hot bath.” 

    Friend: “Well, did it work?: 

    Man: “I don’t know; I’m not finished drinking the hot  

    bath yet!” 

~  Question: “Why did the Siamese twins go to London?” 

    Answer:  “So the other twin could drive.” 

~  Termites never die. They live happily ever rafter. 

~  There was a jailbreak and I saw a short prisoner climb  

    up the fence. As he jumped down, he sneered at me and  

    I thought, “Well, that’s a little condescending.” 

~  An astronomer is a night watchman. 

~  Question: “What do you call 2,000 pounds of Chinese 

soup? 

    Answer:  “Won Ton” 

~ Question: “What did the ancient Romans yell on the golf 

course?” 

    Answer:  “IV!” 

~  On his first day of pre-school, little Johnny came in 

wearing a Superman  

    cape.  The teacher said, “Hello, what’s your name?”  

Little Johnny replied,  

   “Superman.” The teacher said, “No, really, what’s your for real name?” He  

     replied again, “Superman.” The teacher said, “Okay, just whisper your  

     name in my ear.”  Little Johnny whispered as the teacher leaned down,  

        “Clark Kent!” 

~  If all is not lost, where is it? 

~  Did you hear about the farmer who planted razors and cabbages? He was  

    hoping to raise cole slaw. 

~ A man was really upset with his attorney. He was thinking about it while  

 eating dinner in a café. He suddenly said aloud, “All lawyers are idiots!”  

 The man at the table next to his stood up quickly and said, “I resent that  

 remark.” The first man said, ”Why, are you a lawyer?”  The second man  

 replied, “No, I’m an idiot!” 

~ Question: What do you get when you cross a crocodile with a sausage? 

 Answer:  A crockabaloney. 

~ Unemployment isn’t working. 

~ A man in Australia walks into a restaurant with an alligator on a leash. “Do  

 you serve Americans here?”  “We sure do,” replied the server.  “Well, great.  

 I’ll have a hamburger, and my gator will have an American.” 

~ Overweight is living beyond your seams. 

~ Of course Adam loved Eve – who else? 

~ Question: What does a criminal buried in concrete eventually become: 

 Answer:  A hardened criminal. 

~ There was a boxer whose tombstone read, “You can quit counting. I’m not  

 getting up.” 

A Sermon from a Fingernail 

“My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye 

sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitia-

tion for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins 

of the whole world.” - I John 2:1-2 

 

 We are reminded in this passage of Scripture that sin is not sanc-

tioned in the life of the believer. We are actually protected from sinning 

when we exercise discipline and appropriation of the Word of God. The 

written Word tells us to sin not! (Verse 1) 

 The child of God is given resources and victory when they do sin. 

The full adequacy of Christ’s finished work and His current advocacy 

offers to us a continual cleansing from sin and a restoration of fellow-

ship with our risen Lord! (1b-2) 

 Thank God, even though sin occurs in the lives of God’s people, we 

have victory through the Lord Jesus Christ! Our confession of our sins 

is met with His faithfulness to forgive and to cleanse us. We have not 

been saved for defeat but for victory! (I John 1:9) 

 A few months ago, I mashed my finger in the truck door. I knew 

that I would lose the nail! It turned black and blue. I recall losing fin-

gernails in the past. I remember some of those experiences when acci-

dentally I would mash my finger and consequently the nail would even-

tually drop off. That did not happen this time! The nail kept growing 

and I continued cutting off the damaged portion and today the finger 

nail is as normal as the other nails on my remaining nine fingers! 

 My thoughts went to this passage of Scripture and I discovered a 

sermon illustration from that mashed finger nail. Sin makes us bruised 

and ugly. We hurt and are numb in sensitivity towards the things of 

God. God still gives us the spiritual nutrition to keep growing. We ap-

ply the clippers of confession of sin and find that the old ugly, bruised 

fingernail becomes healthy and clean! I’m glad that God does not dis-

card from the body His people when they sin. The resources of Christ’s 

finished work provide cleansing and restoration. 

 My finger sure did hurt for a while, but today that fingernail looks 

brand new! I also got a sermon out of that silly accident on my part. 

The moral of the story is, “Keep your fingers out of truck doors or you, 

too, may wind up with a sermon!” 
 

By Dr. Charles R. Peters ~ taken from his book, “For God and Country” – 

published in 2015  



 

 

Back in 1932, I was 32 years old and a fairly new husband. My wife, Nettie, and 

I were living in a little apartment on Chicago’s south side. One hot August after-

noon I had to go to St. Louis, where I was to be the featured soloist at a large 

revival meeting. I didn’t want to go. 

   Nettie was in the last month of pregnancy with our first child. But a lot of peo-

ple were expecting me in St. Louis. I kissed Nettie good-bye, clattered down-

stairs to our Model A and, in a fresh Lake Michigan breeze, chugged out of Chi-

cago on Route 66. 

   However, outside the city, I discovered that in my anxiety at leaving, I had for-

gotten my music case. I wheeled around and headed back. I found Nettie sleeping 

peacefully. I hesitated by her bed; something was strongly telling me to stay. But 

eager to get on my way, and not wanting to disturb Nettie, I shrugged off the 

feeling and quietly slipped out of the room with my music. 

   The next night, in the steaming St. Louis heat, the crowd called on me to sing 

again and again. When I finally sat down, a messenger boy ran up with a Western 

Union telegram. I ripped open the envelope. Pasted on the yellow sheet were the 

words: YOUR WIFE JUST DIED. 

   People were happily singing and clapping around me, but Icould hardly keep 

from crying out. I rushed to a phone and called home. All I could hear on the 

other end was “Nettie is dead. Nettie is dead.” 

   When I got back, I learned that Nettie had given birth to a boy. I swung be-

tween grief and joy. Yet that same night, the baby died. I buried Nettie and our 

little boy together, in the same casket. Then I fell apart. For days I closeted my-

self. I felt that God had done me an injustice. I didn’t want to serve Him anymore 

or write gospel songs. I just wanted to go back to that jazz world I once knew so 

well. 

   But then, as I hunched alone in that dark apartment those first sad days, I 

thought back to the afternoon I went to St. Louis. Something kept telling me to 

stay with Nettie. Was that something God? Oh, if I had paid more attention to 

Him that day, I would have stayed and been with Nettie when she died. 

   From that moment on I vowed to listen more closely to Him. But still I was lost 

in grief. Everyone was kind to me, especially a friend, Professor Fry, who 

seemed to know what I needed. On the following Saturday evening he took me 

up to Malone’s Poro College, a neighborhood music school. It was quiet; the late 

evening sun crept through the curtained windows. I sat down at the piano, and 

my hands began to browse over the keys. Something happened to me then. I felt 

at peace. I felt as though I could reach out and touch God. I found myself playing 

a melody, once into my head the words just seemed to fall into place: 

“Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand! I am tired, I am weak, I 

am worn ~ Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light, take my 

hand, precious Lord, lead me home.” 

   The Lord gave me these words and melody; He also healed my spirit. I 

learned that when we are in our deepest grief, when we feel farthest from God, 

this is when He is closest, and when we are most open to His restoring power. 

   And so I go on living for God willingly and joyfully, until that day comes 

when He will take me and gently lead me home. 

                                                                        ~ Tommy Dorsey ~ 

The Birth of the Song, “Take My Hand, Precious Lord”  

Thomas A. Dorsey (1899–1993), known as the 

“Father of Gospel Music,” testified that his transfor-

mative gospel music was born from profound grief, 

specifically after losing his wife and newborn son in 

1932, which led to the creation of his famous song, 

“Take My Hand, Precious Lord”. Initially a blues 

pianist known as “Georgia Tom,” he testified that his 

move toward gospel music brought rejection from 

churches, stating, “I've been thrown out of some of 

the best churches in America.”  

    Despite the rejection, he persisted in introducing 

his music to churches, eventually founding the first 

black gospel music publishing company. Eventually, his music became 

widely accepted and foundational to modern gospel. 

   He wrote “Peace in the Valley” after being inspired by seeing animals 

grazing peacefully together in Indiana during a period of fear over World 

War II. His work was aimed at bringing the good news and “hope of God 

through gospel music,” blending his earlier experiences with his newfound 

faith, leaving a lasting impact on Christian music and influencing many  

artists. 

I Am a “Kept” Man 
 

~ You see, there were a few times when I thought I would lose my mind, 

but GOD kept me sane. (Isa. 26:3) 

~ There were times when I thought I could go no longer, but the LORD 

kept me moving. (Gen 28:15) 

~ At times, I’ve wanted to lash out at those whom I felt had done me 

wrong, but the LORD kept my mouth closed. (Psa. 13) 

~ Sometimes, I think the money just isn’t enough, but GOD has helped 

me to keep my obligations paid. (Matt. 6:25 -34) 

~ When I thought I would fall, HE kept me up. When I thought I was 

weak, HE kept me strong! (I Pet. 5:7, Matt. 11:28-30) 

~ I’m blessed to be “ kept.”  I’m Kept by the Love and Grace of God! 


